
Vocabulary Words to Study for Exam 
The vocabulary words listed are essential for studying for the knowledge exam. Vocabulary words will also 
be included in your detailed test results feedback for any questions you answered incorrectly. See the Test 
Results Example in the South Dakota Nurse Aide Candidate Handbook under the Exam Results section.  
 

abandonment 

abdominal thrust / Heimlich 
maneuver 

abduction pillow 

abnormal vital signs 

abuse 

acceptance 

accidents 

accountable 

activities 

adaptive devices 

adduction 

ADLs 

admitting resident 

advanced directive 

affected side 

aging process 

agitation 

AIDS 

alarms 

Alzheimer's 

ambulation 

amputees 

anatomy 

anemia 

anger 

angina pectoris 

anti-embolic / elastic stockings 

antibacterial 

anxiety 

aphasia 

apical 

apnea 

applying gloves 

appropriate response 

arteries 

arthritis 

aspiration 

assistive device 

atrophy 

authorized duty 

axillary temperature 

bacteria 

bargaining 

basic needs 

bath water temperature 

bathing 

bed bath 

bed cradle 

bed height 

bed making 

bed position 

bedpan 

bedrails 

bedrest 

behavior 

behavioral care plan 

beliefs 

biohazard 

bipolar disorder 

bladder training 

blindness 

blood-borne pathogen 

blood pressure (BP) 

body alignment 

body fluids 

body mechanics 

body systems 

body temperature 

bowel program 

bradycardia 

breathing 

broken equipment 

burnout 

burns 

C-difficile 

call light 

cancer 

cane 

carbohydrates 

cardiac arrest 

cardiovascular system 

care impaired 

care plan 

cast 

cataracts 

catastrophic reactions 

catheter care 

ccs in an ounce 

central nervous system 

cerebral vascular accident (CVA) 

certification 

chain of command 

charge nurse 

charting 

chemical restraint 

chemical safety 



choking 

chromosome 

chronic 

circulation 

clarification 

cleaning spills 

clear liquid diet 

clergy 

cold application 

cold compress 

cold pack 

colostomy bag 

colostomy care 

coma 

combative resident 

comfort care 

communicable 

communication 

compensation 

competency evaluation program 

conduct 

confidentiality 

conflict resolution 

confused resident 

congestive heart failure (CHF) 

constipation 

constrict 

contamination 

continuity 

contracture 

converting measures 

COPD 

Coronary Artery Disease 

cueing 

cultural 

cystitis 

data collection 

de-escalation 

death and dying 

decubitus ulcer 

dehydration 

delegation 

dementia 

denial 

dentures 

depression 

development 

developmental disability 

diabetes 

dialysis 

diastolic 

diet 

difficulty swallowing 

digestion 

dilate 

disability 

discharges and transfers 

disease process 

disinfection 

disoriented 

disposing of contaminated materials 

dizziness 

DNR 

documentation 

domestic abuse 

dressing 

droplets 

drowsy 

drug tolerance 

dry skin 

dysphagia 

dyspnea 

edema 

elderly 

elevate head 

elimination 

emergency 

emesis 

emotional abuse 

emotional stress 

emotional support 

empathy 

emphysema 

end of life care 

enema 

epilepsy 

ethics 

etiquette 

evacuation 

exercise 

extremity 

eye 

eye glasses 

falls 

fasting 

fecal impaction 

feces 

feeding 

financial abuse 

fire safety 

first aid 

flexed 

fluid 

fluid in lungs 

Foley catheter 

foot board 

foot care 

foot drop 

Fowler's 

fractures 

fraud 



frayed cord 

free from disease 

frequent urination 

gait belt 

gastric feedings 

gastrostomy tube 

geriatrics 

germ transmission 

gerontology 

gestures 

gifts 

gloves 

grand mal seizure 

grieving process 

guardian 

hair care 

hallucination 

hand care 

hand washing 

hazardous substance 

health-care team 

hearing aid 

hearing impaired 

hearing loss 

heart 

heat application 

height 

hepatitis A 

hepatitis B 

hip fracture 

HIPAA 

HIV 

hoarding 

holistic care 

hormones 

hospice 

hydration 

hyperventilation 

immune system 

impairment 

in-service programs 

incident report 

incontinence 

indwelling catheter 

infection 

informed consent 

initial observations 

insomnia 

inspiration 

intake and output (I&O) 

integumentary system 

inter-generational care 

interpersonal skills 

intoxicated resident 

invasion of privacy 

isolation 

IV care 

jaundice 

kidney failure 

legal ethics 

liability 

life skill 

life support 

lift/draw sheet 

lifting 

linen 

liquid diet 

listening 

living will 

log roll 

loose teeth 

low sodium diet 

making an occupied bed 

mandatory reporting of allegations 

Maslow 

masturbation 

material safety data sheets 

MDS 

measuring height 

mechanical lift 

mechanical soft diet 

medications 

memory loss 

mental health 

mentally impaired 

metastasis 

microorganism 

military time 

minerals 

misappropriation of property 

mistreatment 

mobility 

mouth care 

moving 

MRSA 

MSDS 

Multiple Sclerosis 

muscle spasms 

musculoskeletal 

nail care 

needles 

needs 

negligence 

nonverbal communication 

nosocomial 

NPO 

nurse's station 

nursing assistant duties 

nursing assistant's role 

nutrition 

objective 



OBRA 

obsessive compulsive 

official records 

ombudsman 

open-ended questions 

oral care 

oral temperature 

orientation 

osteoporosis 

ostomy bag 

oxygen 

pacemaker 

pain 

palliative care 

panic attack 

paralysis 

paranoia 

Parkinson's 

partial assistance 

partial bath 

passive 

pathogens 

patience 

perineal care 

personal care 

personal items 

personal protective equipment 
(PPE) 

personal values 

pet therapy 

phantom pain 

physical abuse 

physical change 

physical needs 

physiology 

pill-rolling 

pillaging 

plaque 

plate rim 

plegia 

policy book 

positioning 

post-mortem care 

post-surgical care 

pressure ulcer 

preventing falls 

preventing injury 

privacy 

progressive 

prone 

prosthesis 

psychological needs 

pulmonary disease 

pulse 

PVD 

quadrant 

quality of life 

radial 

ramps 

range of motion 

rationalization 

reality orientation 

rectal 

refusal 

registry 

regulation 

rehabilitation 

religious service 

reminiscing 

renewal of certification 

reporting 

repositioning 

resident abuse 

resident identification 

resident independence 

resident's belongings 

Resident's Bill of Rights 

resident's chart 

resident's environment 

resident's families 

resident's pictures 

resident's rights 

residents 

respectful treatment 

respiration 

respiratory 

responding to resident's behavior 

responsibility 

restorative care 

restraints 

resume 

safety 

sanitizer 

scale 

scope of practice 

scope of responsibility 

seclusion 

security 

seizure 

self-esteem 

semi-Fowlers 

sensory system 

sexual harassment 

sexual needs 

sharps container 

shaving 

shearing of skin 

showering 

side rails 

skin 

skin integrity 



slander 

smoking 

social needs 

social worker 

soiled linen 

specimens 

spills 

spinal cord injuries 

spiritual needs 

sputum 

stages of death 

stages of grief 

stages of pressure ulcer 

standard precautions 

stealing 

stereotypes 

stethoscope 

stool specimen 

stress 

stroke 

strong side 

subjective 

substance abuse 

suicide 

sundowning 

supine 

supplemental feedings 

survey 

swelling 

systolic 

tachycardia 

task 

telephone etiquette 

temperature 

terminal 

terminology 

threatening resident 

tips 

toenails 

trachea 

transfers 

transport bag 

transporting 

transporting food 

treating residents with respect 

tub bath 

tube feeding 

twice daily 

tympanic 

unaffected 

unconscious 

unethical behavior 

unsteady 

urinal 

urinary catheter bag 

urinary output 

urinary system 

urine 

UTI 

violent behavior 

vision change 

vital signs 

vitamins 

vocabulary 

vomitus 

walker 

wandering resident 

warm application 

water faucets 

water intake 

water temperature 

weakness 

weighing 

wheelchair safety 

white blood cells 

withdrawn resident 

workplace violence 

 
 
 


